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LET TEM 


TO A 


© MrMBrr of ParLIaMENT, 


Se. 


Was obliged with your's of the 
zoth paſt, and ſend you in com- 
pliance with your requeſt, my 
Thoughts, in this publick man- 
| | ner in Anſwer : and though I am 
2] perſuaded, that yourſelf, and thoſe other Gen- 
tlemen who attended the Committee, came 
into the Reſolution which was the foundation 
Jof bringing in this Bill, from a perfect Con- 
{4 viction, © That the opening of a Trade 5 
| A «© an 


(2) 
c and from Perſia through Rufjia, will be a 
„great Advantage to this Kingdom, and 
<«« particularly in promoting the Conſumption 
of the Woollen Manufactures thereof. 


Yet I cannot, from any thing that appears to 
me, bring myſelf to be of this Opinion: On the 
contrary, I am fully convinced, that the open- 
ing of thisTrade, will be ſo far from promo- 
ting theConſumption of the Woollen Manu- 
ſactures of this Kingdom, that it will be a very 
great Diſcouragement to the Exportation of 


them to thoſe Countries to which they are now 1 


exported; and this, without making the 


Nation in any degree Amends, by the Ex- 


rtation of its Woollen Manufactures to 


Perſia through Ruſſia. 


This J conceive myſelf fully warranted in 
ſaying, from Papers which I had put into 
my Hands near two Months ago, and have 
been ſince laid before your Houſe ; for beſides | 
it's appearing that ſome Paſſages in the Paper 
B, are contrary to other Paſſages in it, it alſo 7 


i 


appears by every one of theſe Papers, that this 


10 Trade Will at all Times be at the Pleaſure 
« of Two very great Powers, both at a very? 
great Diftance from this Kingdom. That! 
e the Privileges and Regulations declared inn 


% Paper A, neceſſary for carrying it on, are not 


t obtained from the Government of Ruſſia; 
and alſo by Paper B, that the Duties to ba 
« paid in Perſia are not ſettled; and that the 
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ce this Trade will be the Loſs of the Expor- 


© tation of the Tin, Lead, the Woollen, 
* and other the Manufactures of this Kin 
* dom to Turkey, and occafion a large Im- 
te portation of Pera Raw- Silk into this King- 
* dom purchaſed only with Money.“ 

This appeared to me on firſt reading theſe 
Papers, and immediately brought into my 
Mind an Obſervation made many Years ago, 
* That the Councils of a Country are always 
«© inquiſitive after Truth, but, to hide it 
* from them, and to perplex Things which 
* have Relation to Trade, is the Intereſt of 
* ſo many, that, in the greateſt Deliberations, 
* wiſe Men are often miſled by ſuch as in 
*« all their Actings conſult more their pri- 
vate Profit than the Publick Welfare.” 

I am perſuaded, not any one of the Gen- 
tlemen, who appeared before the Committee, 
conſult more their private Profit than the 
Publick Welfare on this Occaſion, no not 
even either of the Two Gentlemen whoſe 
Partners in Peter/burgh write to them to en- 
courage their Principals, to ſend ſo large Car- 
goes as to the Amount, the one of 25,000 /. 
and the other of 10,000 J. proper for the Per- 


* 


ſian Market; but this I cannot perſuade myſelf, 


with regard to thoſe Perſons, who prepared the 
two Papers marked A and B, which were put 
into the Hands of Mr Finch, his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſter at the Court of Ruf/ia, and by him 

A 2 tranſ- 


u—_— — 
— — — 


2 — — 2 I 
= — * =D — >” — — = —_ = — 
- — — * — _ = 2 
— . - =m_ - - — - I — 2 
2 : —— — I 2 — — — — — — — = 
— —— - — — — = 2 — _ — — 
. — 2 — 2 — — _ — 
— 2 * — < — — — 2 
— - _ — 2 — 2 = — — — — 2 
— 2 — — — — — — — 2 - - _—_ Le] IT — 
— _ - — — 3 — — 
E — — 2. — 8 — — - 
— — — — — — - — — — 
— — — — — —— — 


* 
. 
: | If \ 
41 ti | 
. 1 14 
1 
£ 9 1 
| | 
| im 
WE 4 
* | 
| 5 
, q, 
q | 
4 
. Is 
1 
/ i 


(4) 

tranſmitted to one of his Majeſty's Principal 
Secretaries of State : For if ever there was a 
Paper calculated to miſlead, and prepared 
with a View to private Profit more than the 
Publick Welfare, or ever had the Marks of a 
Romantic Performance, it is the Paper mark- 
ed B. 

This clearly appears to me from a Num- 
ber of Paſſages in it, ſome of which in the 
Courſe of this Letter, I ſhall take the Liber- 
ty of laying before you; and, had the Lords 
for Trade and Plantations ſeen Paper B in the 
Light in which it appears to me, I am very con- 
fident their Lordſhips would not have made 
any Report upon this and the other Papers re- 
ferred to them, without having been firſt at- 
tended by the principal Traders to the Le- 
want, as well as the principal Traders to Ru/- 
fa, who it is probable might have as ſtrongly 
declared to their Lordſlups, © That the great 
* and many Diſadvantages, which would ac- 
* crue to this Kingdom, by this new Chan- 
nel of Trade, appeared to them ſo mani- 
« feſt, that they humbly conceived the Pro- 
Fe poſal deſerved the utmoſt Attention, be- 
, fore it was permitted to be carried into ex- 
« ecution.” 

If their Lordſhips, who are Superinten- 
dants of the Trade of this Kingdom, and who 
by their Commiſſion, „are required to in- 
£ " themſelves relating to its Trade, and 
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e the promoting and encouraging thereof; 

<« and particularly directed to ſend for Per- 
*« ſons for their better Information in any 
Matters under their Conſideration; had 
taken a Step, which appears to me ſo neceſ- 
ſary to have been taken on ſo important an 


Article of Commerce, — I cannot help think- 


ing, but that both yourſelf and other Gentle- 
men would have been much better, than you 
have yet been, informed of the Advantages or 
Diſadvantages which may attend Great Bri- 
tain from this new Channel of Trade. And 
I am in your Judgment, whether the Lords 
of Trade themſelves, by having heard all other 
the Parties concerned, beſides the Parties on- 
ly immediately intereſted, would not have 
had a much better Foundation for repre- 
ſenting to his Majeſty, © That it appeared to 
te them, that the Scheme for opening a new 
« Branch of Trade to Perſia through 
© Ruſſia may be very beneficial, and may 
* deſerve his Majeſty's Royal Protection.” 
The Lords of Trade, in their Report to 
his Majeſty, are pleaſed to call Captain E/ton's 
Scheme for opening this Trade, © a new 
« Branch of Trade to Pera, which I take 
it their Lordſhips were induced to from ſeve- 
ral Paſſages in Paper B, particularly a Paſſage 
running in theſe Words: © It ſeems to ap- 
e pear from what hath been above obſerved, 
that the Trade that may be ſo calily car- 
* ried 
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te ried on in futuro from London toMeſched and 
* the Bucharias, would be an entirely new 
% Branch of Trade, and may ſhortly become 
*« a moſt important one; that it may be en- 
ce tered on by the Briti/þ Ruſſian Merchants 
« with the greateſt Proſpect of Advantage, and 
“ may be vaſtly extended; and that this Trade 
* they can never be ſupplanted in, ſo long 
* as they can ſecure a Paſſage for their Goods 
through the Empire of Ruſſia, and a Free- 
« dom of Navigation on the Caſpian, both 
* which it will ever be the Intereſt of the 
« Sovereign of Ryfia to grant the Britiſb 
Subjects.“ 


I doubt not, Sir, but you will be pleaſed 
to obſerve, that all the Advantages ſo ſtrongly 
painted to attend the Nation by the open- 
ing of a Trade to Perſia through Ruſſia, 
will entirely depend on a ſecure Paſſage 
through the Empire of Rufia, and the 
Freedom of Navigation on the Caſpian Sea; 
and though this may be a new 


Channel of Trade to Perjia ; yet, that it | 


will not be a new Branch of Trade to that 
Empire, will appear, beſides many others, 
from the following Paragraphs in the Report 
of the Lords of Trade, and Paper B. viz. 

* That Captain Elton's Papers contain a 
* Propoſal to the Raſia Company for ſupply- 
e ing Meſched, the preſent Capital of Perſia, 


« and 


«c 
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and the Countries adjacent, with all Sorts 
of Woollen Goods, to a far greater Degree, 
and at much eaſier Rates than they are 
now carried there, and for veſting our Re- 
turns to Great Britain in the beſt Raw 
Silks, and other Commodities produced in 
thoſe Countries, near 5o per Cent. cheaper 
than at preſent by the Way of Turkey. 
* That the Charge of bringing Raw Silk 
from Perfia to Peterſburgh will be very in- 
conſiderable, in proportion to the Land- 
Carriage from Gilan in Perſia to Aleppo 
or Smyrna, the only two Ports in Turkey 
for Exportation to England. 
«© That the Sophy of Perſia, from an In- 
clination to diſtreſs the Turks, his natural 
Enemies, and to favour the Ryfians, may 
poſſibly prohibit all Trade into Turkey, 
provided he can have a ſufiicient Demand 
for his Silk through Ryffa. 
That the Perſians who have a ſettled 
Averſion for the Turks, are too well in- 
formed of the Advantage the Turki/b Em- 
pire derives from being the principal Mar- 
ket for Perfian Silks, and this is what they 
have been endeavouring to prevent for up- 
wards of an Hundred Years paſt, They 
are likewiſe well apprized, that the only 
Way to ſucceed in this Deſign is to encou- 
rage the Britiſb Merchants to come and 
ſettle in Gilan, by which Means they hope, 
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(8) 
in Time, to divert the Channel of Trade 
for Gilan Silks, which now runs through 


the Turkiſh Dominions, and make it cur- 
rent through the Empire of Ruſſia. Could 
this be once effected, it would not only be 
a ſingular Advantage both to the Empires 
of Ruſſia and Perſia, with regard to their 
Trade; but it would not fail of conſidera- 
bly diſtreſſing the Turk, who is the com- 
mon Enemy of both thoſe Empires, 

« That if the Turks and Turkiſh Armeni- 
ans ſhall be continued to be denied the Ex- 
portation of Gilan Silks by the Way of 
Turkey, or be obliged to purchaſe them 
upon ſuch unequal Terms, we can hope 
for little or no Silk from the Turkey Com- 
pany, or elſe they can't afford to ſell what 
they import into Great Britain but at a 
very extravagant Price, which is a Cir- 
cumſtance which ought to have its Weight, 
ſhould the Britiſb Ruſſia Merchants meet 
with any Oppoſition on their importing 
Perſia Silk into Great Britain, from ei- 
ther the Turkey or any other Company.” 
Theſe are Proofs produced by the Ruſſia 


Traders themſelves, that the opening of a 
Trade to and from Perſia through Ruſſia, 
will not give a new Branch of Trade to this 
Kingdom, but will only take away from it 
the whole, or a Share of that Traffic which 


is 


now carried on by the Turkey Merchants 
tO 
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ing imported into this Kingdom by the 
Way of Turkey, and neceſſarily make the 
City of Peterſburgh the only Mart in Europe 
for Perſian Raw Silk: And then it may be 
concluded, that as any Perſon who pleaſes, 
may be free of the Ruſia Company for five 
Pounds, every Silkman in. London, and eve- 
ry Weaver in the Suburbs, will purchaſe his 
Freedom, and import Silk from thence, as 
they now do from Piedmont, and other 
Parts of Italy; and pay for the ſame by Bill 
of Exchange, in like Manner as they now 
pay for the Raw Silks they import from ſuch 
Countries, which muſt be ſuch an Addition 
to the Balance of Trade with Rufjia, /o 
great againſt this Nation already, that it will 
be impoſſible for its long continuing to pay, 
when it ſhall have loſt ſo great a Branch of 
its Trade to Turkey, with Woollen Cloth, and 
other the Manufactures of this Kingdom, in 
Exchange for Raw Silk. 

This, Sir, is a Matter very well deſerving 
the Attention of yourſelf, and every Perſon of 
any Rank or Condition in this Kingdom, 
who may have any Eſtate in Land ; fince by 
a Trade ſo carried on, all the Perſian Silk 
wanted for the carrying on the Silken Ma- 
nufacture of this Kingdom may be imported 
into it, and not one Piece of Cloth ſent to 
purchaſe Silk, or given in Return for Silk: 


And as this Channel of Trade is ſtrongly 


» aſſerted 


(18 ) 
aſſerted by the Ruſſia Traders to be the cheap- 
eſt Way of coming at op Raw Silk, it 
muſt infallibly, in a very little Time, prevail 
over, and exclude that Channel, by which 
i has been fo long brought into this King- 
om. 


But theſe are Inconveniencies that can ne- 
ver attend the Nation, by continuing the 
Trade for Perſian Silk in the Channel it is 
now in; fince Pera Silk, imported by the 
Way of Turkey, can only be in Return for 
Lead, Tin, the Woollen, and other the Ma- 
nufactures of this Kingdom, there being no 
Exchange between Great Britain, and any 
Part of the Dominions of the Grand Seig— 


nior : And it may deſerve Conſideration, that 


the Turkiſh Empire doth not produce Com- 
modities proper for the Britiſb Market, ſuffi- 
cient to inveſt the Produce of the Goods ſent 


thither. Therefore, if Perſian Silk, which has { 


hitherto come through Turkey, in Return for 


Cloth, ſhall, any Time hereafter, be brought 


through Ruſſia, the Traders to the Levant 
will be reduced at all Events, to the Neceſ- 


fity of exporting ſo much leſs Cloth, as 
as Was uſed to be taken in Barter for Perjia F 
Silk, But it is much to be feared, that 
the Loſs of ſo conſiderable a Branch F 
of Trade, may be the Conſequence of | 
lofing ſome other Branches now enjoyed | 


by | 
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by the Britiſh Subjects to the Turkiſh Do- 
minions; through which, as Perſia Silk 
has been brought for a very long Courſe of 
Time, great Advantages have ariſen to the 
Grand Seignior, as well as his Subjects; and 
ſhould this Channel of Trade be diverted by 
the ſole Means of the Legiſlature of Great 
Britain, from paſſing through the Turkiſh 
Dominions, and given to the Raſian Go- 
vernment; it is more than probable, our 
great, and only Rivals in the Turkey Trade 
will readily lay hold of the Opportunity of 
making Advantage of it, to the Prejudice of 
the Subjects of Great Britain, by procuring 
either to have the Turkey Merchants preſent 
Privileges curtailed, or to have their own 
Privileges enlarged ; either of which would 
be the entire Ruin of the whole Trade which 
is now carried on from this Kingdom to Tur- 
key. | 

1 wiſh, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen, who you 


| tell me fo zealouſly ſollicit the paſſing this 


Bill, would be ſo kind as to inform your 
Houſe, how Great Britain is to be made 
amends, or what Security the Nation 1s to 
have for the Loſs of a Trade of ſuch infinite 


| Concern to every Man in the Kingdom, from 


the Prince to the Pariſh-Poor ; and though 


Jam not able, for want of Materials at this 


Place, to ſend you a Computation, for a 
C 2 Medium 


( 20) 
Medium of Years, either of late Years, or at 
any former Time, what the Nation would ſuf- 
fer by this Loſs of it's Traffick to Turkey ; 
yet I can pleaſure you with an Obſervation 
made by Mr Martin, who was a few years ago 
Inſpector-General of the Cuſtoms ; and tho 
the Advantages accruing to the Nation by Z 
the Turkey Trade, may be computed by Mr. 
Martin much higher than they really were; 
et I am perſuaded you will agree with me, 
that as well the Turkey Trade muſt be a 
very beneficial one, as that the Obſervation Þ 
itſelf is a very maſterly one; it runs in 
theſe Words: © The laſt Out-ſet for Turkey Þ 
« was above the Value of 700,000/. and at 
ce leaſt Six Seventh Parts of that Value was 
<« the Price given for Engliſh Labour: Now 
<« as the poor working People of both Sex- 
« es, great and ſmall, are annually ſubſiſt- 
ce ed for about Six Pounds a Head, at a Me- 
© dium; it is plain, that 100,000 People 
© muſt have been ſubſiſted a whole Lear 
by the Preparation of that Out- ſet. a-? 
gain, our Returns from Turkey are gene- 
ce rally Raw Silks, and Grogram Yarns ; and | 
e that they may be ſufficient to anſwer F 
* the Coſt of the Out-ſet, the Freight, In- 
© ſurance, and Cuſtoms, the Commiſſion 
© and other Charges; and, at laſt, a reaſo- | 
enable Profit to the Merchant, I ſhould F 


think, they ought to be of the Value of 
« at 
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at leaſt a Million and half. The next 
Enquiry therefore ſhould be, how much 
Labour is beſtowed upon theſe Returns ; 
and for this I have had the Curioſity to 
weigh a Pound of the cheapeſt manufa- 
ctured Silk, which yet was of three times 
the Price that was given for it Raw, when 
it was firſt fold at the Enxgliſb Market. 
If the Returns are, as I bave fancied, 
of the Value of One Million and a 
Half; and if they generally increaſe to 
treble their Value by the Engliſh Manu- 
facture; and if they employ as many 
cheap Hands in Proportion as the Out-ſer, 
it would follow, that Three Millions, or 
five Times 600,000 given for the Manu- 
facture of the Returns, muſt employ five 
Times as many People as the Out- ſet. A 
Turkey Fleet is fitted out but once every 
two Years; yet even ſo, upon the former 
Suppolition, 300,000 People are annually 
employed by that Trade; and conſe- 
quently, by the Loſs of it, muſt be de- 
prived of their annual Subſiſtance, and 
muſt come to the Pariſh for a Mainte- 
nance.” 

I am aware it will be objected, © that I 
have been fighting in the Dark ; for it is 
intended by the Bill, that Care ſhall be 
taken, that all the Raw Silk 1mported 


from Peterſburgh, (hall be in Return for the 
« Product 
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* Product and Manufactures of this King- 
dom actually ſent through Raſſia to Perſia.” 
] will not ſay how impoſſible it will be to 
frame a Law, which can anſwer the Purport 
intended by it; how impracticable it muſt 
be to carry ſuch a Law into Execution ; or 
how contrary any ſuch Law will be to the Ge- 
nius of a trading People ; however ſenſible I 
am, ſuch Laws have paſſed in the Times of 
our Anceſtors, and may be found in the Statute 
Books; but at ſuch Times, the Natives of 
this Kingdom were in a manner entirely 
Strangers, not only to Trafiick, but even to 
Manufacture; conſequently not verſed in any 
of the many Arts and Frauds, which have 
been long practiſed by ſome or one of the 
Traders in all Parts of the commercial World. 
Nor will I in the leaſt queſtion the Sincerity 
of the Ruſſia Traders, conſtantly reſiding in 
this Kingdom, in propoſing to have this Point 
ſettled by Oath ; for I am willing to believe, 
that they have no other Thought a? this 
Time, than the carrying on their Traffick 
to Perſia through Ruſſia with the Product 
and Manufactures of this Kingdom; and 
that they are perfectly candid, not only in 
the Offer of ſuch Oath, but alſo in what 
they informed the Lords of Trade; © that 
* this Branch of Trade, will confiſt prin- 
“ cipally in the Exports of Woollen Goods, 
and Importation of Raw Silks.” 


But, 
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But, Sir, I am free to declare, that they are 
led into this Way of thinking from the In- 
formation they have had from thoſe Gentle- 
men, who were the Framers of Paper B, and 
by contemplating this moſt extraordinary Per- 
formance, and giving too eaſy Credit to the 
many remarkable Paſſages in it, ſuch as, 
Firſt, That not only the ſerving the Ca- 
e pital City of Pera, with Woollen Goods 
and European Commodities, is the princi- 
* pal Motive that ſhould determine the Bri- 
* ti/þ Merchants to eſtabliſh · the principal 
« Mart at Meſched, but the happy Situa- 
<« tion of the City to ſupply all the Demands 
« of both Bucharias, the Kingdoms of Ton- 
« quet, and Thibet, and thoſe Tracts of 
Land that border on them, with the many 
« great and populous Cities in them; nay, 
© even the uncultivated Lands, which con- 
© tain ſome Millions of People to whom 
© European Commodities are in the higheſt 
% Eſteem, and on which Side an advanta- 
<« peous Trade might be almoſt infinitely ex- 
«© tended, of which Trade the Britiſh Mer- 
« chants may poſſeſs themſelves whenever 
te they pleaſe, for it only remains for them 
e to ſend their Goods (partly by Land and 
« partly by Water) to Aſtracan, and from 
e thence croſs the Caſpian, and ſo by Land 
ce to Meſched. Secondly, That were it ne- 
* ceflary, it might be caſily proved, that at 

* Meſched, 
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Meſched, and the Bucharias, Woollen 
Goods would bear a much better Price 
than in the Ruſſian Empire, and greater 
Profit would enſue on their Returns: For 
they would ſell all their Goods for ready 
Money. — Thrrdly, That Meſched, ſtands 
ſo advantageouſly, with regard to the Pro- 
vinces of Gillan, Sherwan, and Arraſk, 
from whence the Britiſh Merchants might 
bring for Goods ſold at Me/ched, in Raw 
Silk, to the amount almoſt of any Sum. 
Fourthly, That, when the Britiſh 
Merchants come to be acquainted with 
the Bucharias, and thoſe Cities to the 
Eaftward, they will find other Commo- 
dities there, as Gold, precious Stones, 
Bezoar, Muſk, and the like, to inveſt 
their Returns in, ſhould not the produce 
of the Nerthern Provinces of Perſia prove 
ſufficient. —— And, Fifibiy, That there 
is no other Part of the known World to 
which it is poſlible to ſtrike out a new 
Branch of Trade, that can in the leaſt vie 
with the Advantages this Trade promiſes 
both to Silk, and Woollen Manufactures 
of Great Britain; it would create a vaſt 
additional Conſumption of our Woollen 
Manufactures, for which Returns may be 
made in Gold, Raw Silk, Cotton, fine 
Wool, Silk-Yarn, and other manufactur'd 
Commodities.” Theſe Paſlages, and the 

Information 


ther 
tion 


I 1cdge 


gain 
Voy: 
the 


hic 


772 


I Coun 


tact! 


A fadtures of this Kingdom; and, how eaſily Re- 
: D 


(25) 

Information they have had from thoſe Gentle- 
men who framed Paper B, muſt certainly 
have led the Ryfjia Merchants to think as 
they do upon this Occaſion, more eſpecially if 
they are fully fatisfied of the Truth of what 
is advanced in Paper B, viz. © That in Ruſſia 
the prices of their Commodities are beat 
down, or Ruſſia Merchants may import 
them from Great Britain themſelves, and 
* that the Britiſʒh᷑ Merchants are likewiſe 
obliged to give long Credit there, which 
not only robs them of part of their Profit, 
e but ſubjects them annually to contract bad 
“ Debts for no ſmall Sum,” which Aſſertion 
it appears they muſt admit, by ſo readily graſp- 


ing at a Trade in which they are told, it they 
will enter in earneſt upon it, they will find 
their Account more than in the Trade the 


now carry on to Peterſburgh, and in which 
they will fell all their Goods for ready Money. 

I believe, Sir, you muſt have obſerved, that 
there is nothing more common in Converſa- 
tion than for Gentlemen, not from any Know- 
ledge in Commerce, unleſs what they have 
gained by reading Books of Travels, and 
Voyages, to ſet forth, in very ſtrong Terms, 


| the many, great, and manifold Advantages, 


which would accrue to Great Britain, by 4 
Trade being carried on to ſuch and ſuch diſtant 
Countries, awith the Woollen and other Manu- 


FUrns 
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turns may be made, in Gold, and Silver, 
Jewels, and other precious Stones, with Commo- 
dities of almoſt all Species proper for European 
Markets; but thoſe, who are conver- 
ſant with the Commercial World, are too 
ſenſible, that, however eaſily our Woollen 
and other Manufactures may be ſent to theſe 


Countries, yet, when they are arrived there, 


it is not ſo very eaſy to diſpoſe of them; 


or, even when they are fold, to procure ei- 


ther Gold, Silver, or other Commodities, in 
return for them, at leaſt Commodities pro- 
per for European Markets, or ſuch as will 
anſwer the bringing to this or any other 
Market in Europe. He, who can be- 


lieve, that, by opening a Trade through ; 


Ruſſia to Perſia, Great Britain will be 
enabled to ſupply . both the Bucharias, the 


* Kingdoms of Tonguet, and Thibet, and © 
* thoſe Tracts of Land bordering on them, 
with the many great and popular Cities in 
© them, and the uncultivated Lands in them 

* which contain ſome Milions of People, 
* with the Woollen Manufactures of this 
* Kingdom,” or that (ſhould the Traders 
of this Kingdom be ſo weak as to ſend © 
any great Quantities of theſe Manufactures F 
thither) the Inhabitants of theſe Countries 
will be capable to pay for them either in 
Gold, Silver, or any other Commodities. 
He, I fay, who is capable of believing # 
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this, may be capable of believing any 
thing, however ſo romantic or incredible, 
and muſt be but little acquainted with the 
State of Great Britain, where ſtill it may be 
with Truth affirmed, the body of the Inha- 
bitants are not only much better fed, but al- 
ſo much better cloathed, than the People of 
any other Country in the World, and yet 
how few of them wear Cloth, either the 
beſt, or even ſo high as the middling Sort 
or any of the Sortments of Cloth, which can 
be afforded to be ſent as Merchandize to ſuch 
diſtant Countries ! Now, if the People 
of Great Britain, who are Free, and what 
they procure by their Labour can call heir 
own, are not capable of wearing the middling 
Cloth made in this Kingdom; how, is it 
poſſible to believe, that Millions of Perſons 
who from the Nature and Conſtitution of 
their Government are S/aves, and who have 
no Property which they can aſſuredly call their 
can bear the Expence of wearing 
Cloth ſent through ſuch a great Tra& of 
Country as from Great Britain to Perfia, and 
that too moſtly by Land! 

But, Sir, if great Tracts of Country will 
give great Branches of Trade to a Nation, I 
very much admire, that, at the ſame Time 
this Propoſal was ſent from Peterſburgh, why 
another was not ſent likewiſe, ſetting forth 

D 2 the 
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the great Advantages of ſupplying with our 
Woollen Manufactures, ſo great a Tract of 
Country as the Rzuſian Empire, or that a 
Propoſal was not oftered for ſupplying Crim 
Tartary, on its being conquered by the Ru/- 
ans; for as the greateſt part of the Ruſſian 
Dominions are much nearer to this Kingdom 
than Perſia, ſo it might be reaſonably ſu © 
poſed, from the Money yearly paid them bj 
us, and other Nations in Balance of Dealings 
with them, that they are equally or more 
capable of taking off our Manufactures than 
the Perſians. But as the body of the 
People of Ruſſia are, notwithſtanding this 
great Balance in their Favour, unable to pur- 
chaſe Foreign Manufactures even for wear- | 
ables, by reaſon of the low price of their 
Labour and general Poverty; fo, for the ſame 
Reaſon, the Perſians, and the Inhabitants of 
thoſe Countries adjoining to Perſia, will be 
ever incapable of doing it. And, indeed, 
what Traſſick can be expected, either with 
a People ſo uncivilized, and fo unaccuſtomed 
to Labour; or with Regions moſtly inhabited 
by Tartars, and Cofſacks, who are continually 
preying upon each other, as well as their | 
| Neighbours? Or, who can expect the People | 
| of a Country, waote Profit by Labour is not 
| Four-pence a Day, can purchaſe the Manufac- 
tures of a Country, whoſe Natives gain five 
Times and more that Sum a Day? Or, that there 

can 
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can be any ſo conſiderable a Conſumption of 
our Manufactures, as is repreſented in Paper 
B, in ſuch Lands where Labour is fo vaſtly 
cheaper than in this Kingdom, where the 
Generality of the People are ſo poor and mi- 
ſerable, where there are ſo few Commodi- 
ties either proper for the Markets of Eu- 
rope, or not prohibited from coming into 
Great Britain; and where ſo great a Part 
of unwrought Commodities fit for ſuch 
Markets, are worked up, through mere Ne- 
ceſſty, into Manufactures, either for the 
common Utes of their own People, or for 
Sale to Foreigners. Therefore, as the Con- 
ſumption of Woollen Goods in ſuch di- 
ſtant Countries, can only be made by the 
Great Ones, and very few other of the In- 
habitants, and, as I have already obſerved, 
very little Part of the Cloth carried into Per- 
ſia through Turkey, is conſumed in the Pro- 
vinces where Silk is produced; and as it is 
chiefly in the great Cities that Cloth is to be 
ſcen, either on the Backs of the Perfians 
themſelves, or their Horſes; and, as the 
Perſian, Armenian, and other Merchants, 
who buy Cloth ot the Britiſb Factors in 
Turkey, ſell it at the great Cities in their 
Way, and before they come to the Pro- 
vinces producing Silk. I am perſuaded, 
there will not be any conliderable Quantity 
of the Woollen, and other Manufactures of 
| this 
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this Kingdom, annually ſent through Rufia 
to Perſia; but, on the contrary, that very 
great Quantities of Raw Silk, and other Per- 

„ Commodities, will be annually brought 
from Perſia to Peterſburgh, and imported 
from thence into this Kingdom. 

Therefore, Sir, I conceive it may deſerve 
particular Attention, whether an Oath on 
this Occaſion, is not too {lender a Thread 
to hold thoſe who may become Traders, 
however it may bind thoſe who are already 
Traders to Ruſſia; but it is not from either, 
that my Apprchenſion is grounded, that there 
will be a large Importation of Per/ia Raw 
Silk from Ruſia, purchaſed with Money, 
and not in Exchange for the Woollen and 
other Manufactures. But, | 

Firſt, Becauſe, notwithſtanding the ma- 
ny Advantages ſet forth in Paper B, to 
accrue to Great Britain by the opening of 
a Trade, by the Britiſßh Merchants, to and 
from Per/ia through Ruſſia, there is a Paſſage 
in it which runs in theſe Words; The 
* Trade acroſs the Caſpian, from London to 
« Meſcbed might, in the Courſe of a few 
© Years, be made as conſiderable a Branch 
of Trade, with regard to the Conſump- 
© tion of our Woollen Manufactures, as 
* any we now enjoy.” This is an Ad- 
miſſion, either that the Conſumption of -our 
Woollen Cloth, will not be very conſiderable 
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to Perſia; or that the Exportations of our 
Woollen Cloths are very conſiderable to Tur- 


key; if the latter, it is an Admiſſion that en- 


tirely makes againſt the Ruſſia Company, 


who ſo zealouſly labour to leſſen the Expor- 
tation of Cloth to Turkey, which yet is the 
beſt and greateſt Market for this Manufacture 
of any, either in Europe, Afia, Africa, or 
America. 


Secondly, Becauſe in the fourth Article of 
the Treaty of Commerce concluded at Peterſ- 
burgh, the 4th of Dec. 1734, between the 
Crowns of Great Britain and Ruſſia, by 
which it is agreed, © That the Subjects of 
% Great Britain may import by Sea or by 
“ Land, into any and all the Parts of Ruſſia, 
© where the Subjects of any other Nation 
are allowed to come, all Sorts of Goods 
* and Merchandize, the Trade and Impor- 
tation whereof are not prohibited ; as 
e likewiſe the Merchandizes of the Product 
*© or Manufacture of Aſia, provided the 
* fame be not actually prohibited by any 
©« Law now in Force in Great Britain.” — 
It is declared, That the Ria Merchants 
* ſhall enjoy the ſame Liberty and Privile- 
* of Trade in England, as are granted to the 
* Engliſh Merchants of the Ruſſia Company, 
* provided that nothing in this Permiſſion 
< be contrary to the Laws of each Country.” 

Thirdly, 


(32) 
Thirdly, Becauſe, notwithſtanding, in the 


eighth Article of the ſaid Treaty it is agreed, 


that the Subjects of Great Britain may im- 
e port all Sorts of Goods and Merchandize in- 
eto Rijſſia, and tranſport them through Ruſſia 
* into Perfia, by the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt 
« Way, paying 3 per Cent. in Rix-Dollars, ad 
% valorem, for the Duty and Tranſit thereof. 
« And likewiſe, that they may bring all Sorts 
« of Goods and Merchandizes from Perſia 
and tranſport the ſame through Ria, up- 
« on paying 3 per Cent. only, in Rix-Dollars, 
* ad valorem, for the Duty and Tranſit there- 
* of, —Yet, by the 29th Article it appears, 
e that the faid Treaty is only to laſt for the 
„ Space of fifteen Years, to be computed 
© from the Day of it's being ſigned; unleſs 
e the contracting Parties ſhall agree to re- 
« new or prolong it before it expires.” 


Fourthly, Becauſe however, there may be a 
Liberty granted by the ſaid Treaty of Com- 
merce, to trade to Perſia thro' Ruſſia ; yet there 
is not, at leaſt to my Knowledge, any Treaty 

concluded between Great Britain and Ruſſia, 
whereby it is ſtipulated, that the Subjects of 
Great Britain ſhall, either in Perpetuity, or 
for any Number of Years, or even ſo much 
as one Year, be the only Traders, not only 
to Perſia through Ruſſia with Woollen 
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Goods, but alſo from Per/ia through Ruſſia 
with Raw Silk. 

Fifthly, Becauſe, as the Subjects of all other 
Nations will! have equally the Liberty of tra- 
ding to and from Perſia through Ruſſia, they 
will be the better enabled to rival the Britiſb 
Subjects in the Silk Trade, when once pro- 
per Carriages and Embarkations are provided, 
for the introducing the Britiſb Manufa- 
ctures into Perſia, as the bringing of Silk 
from Perſia to Peterſburgh, will neceſſarily 
be much eaſier and ſafer. 

Sixthly, Becauſe, as the opening this Trade 
will, if there be any Truth in what the 
Ruſia Merchants aflert, cauſe the Trade now 
carried on to Perſia through Turkey, to be 
carried on to Perſia through Ruſſia, it mult 
occaſion not only the Decreaſe of the Ex- 

rtation of Cloth to Turkey, and of Raw 
Silks from Turkey ; but alſo the Importation 
of greater Quantities of Silk from Ruſſia in- 
to this Kingdom. 

Therefore, Sir, for theſe Reaſons, I can- 
not think that any Oath can be framed, or 
any Law made by the Legiſlature, that can 
aſſure to Great Britain, when once the 
Channel of Trade ſhall be altered, that its 
Cloth ſhall be ſent to Perſia through Ruſſia, 
and there exchanged for Raw Silk, brought 
to Peterſburgh, and from thence imported 
into this Kingdom ; or that any Traffick 

E can 


1 

can poſſibly be carried on by the Hritiſb 
Merchants, to and from Perſia through Ruſſia, 
which can make the Nation, in any degree, 
amends, for the Loſs of its preſent Com- 
merce to the Dominions of the Grand Seig- 
nior: And am fully convinced, in a 
few Years after the opening of this Trade, 
unleſs Great Britain contents herſelf to per- 
mit Perſian Raw Silk to be imported from 
Peterſburgh, without inſiſting on ſuch Silk 
being the Return of its own Manufactures 
carried to Perſia, that it's Silk Manu- 
facture will be found to be generally inter- 
rupted, and daily decreaſing. 

I ſhall be extremely affected, Sir, when- 
ever this happens; becauſe a general Inter- 
ruption, and a daily Decreaſe in the Silken 
Manufacture muſt, in a very ſenſible man- 
ner, affect the Woollen Cloth- manufacture 
of Great Britain, which has at all times, 
ſince its Erection in this Kingdom, been 
thought the great Baſis of our Foreign 
Trade, and the ii Spring of our Deal- 
ings abroad; and is a Manufacture, which, 
by its Conſumption at home, as well as Ex- 
portation, gives the greateſt Employment to 
the Poor of this Nation; as being the Foun- 


dation, in great Meaſure, of the Employ- 


ment they have had, for about Seventy 
Vears paſt in the Silken Manufacture; the 
whole Price of the Increaſe of which, (ad- 

mitting 
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mitting our Manufacture, and native Product 
is only given in Exchange, for the Raw 
and Thrown Silks imported from Turkey, 
Italy, and the Eaft-Indies,) from the Worm 
to the Mercer's Shop, is paid to the Product 

of our Lands, and Labour of our People. 
But, Sir, however the whole Price of the 
Silken Manufacture, from the Worm to the 
Mercer's Shop, is paid to the Product of our 
Land, and the Labour of our People ; when 
Raw Silk is only exchanged for the Woollen 
and other Manufactures ; yet this will not be 
the Caſe, when, by means of this Bill, and 
the monopolizing of Perfja Raw Silk at 
Peterſburgh, Great Britain ſhall be reduced 
to the unhappy Neceſſity of having, either 
its Silken Manufacture partly ſtand till, or 
of purchaſing the Perſiun Raw Silk it may 
want with Money, and probably at exorbi- 
tant Prices. Therefore, I freely own, I 
ſhall be much more affected at any Mil- 
fortune attending the Woollen Manufacture 
than the Silken; unleſs the Foundation of 
the latter continues to be, as it is at preſent 
in the Turkey Trade, the Exchange of Wool- 
len Goods for Raw Silk ; becauſe the Weool- 
len Manufacture is entirely the Produce of 
Great Britain and Ireland; and the firſt 
Material of the Silken not ſo, but a Manu- 
facture only made beneficial to this King- 
dom, by its firſt Material being purchaſed 
E 2 with 
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with the Product, the Woollen, and other 
the Mannfactures of Great Britain, 


This, Sir, brings me to obſerve, that, 
however it may be the Concern of Great 
Britain to work up its Manufactures cheap, 
as well as to have Freight cheap, in order to 
the ſending them, on eaſy Terms, to foreign 
Markets; yet it is not ſo much the Concern 
of the Nation, what Price it may give for 
Raw Silk in foreign Countries, provided it 
be given in Exchange for its Product and 
Manufactures; nor what Price Raw Silk 
bears in this Kingdom, unleſs it occaſions 
our manufacturing ſo dear, as to prevent us 
from having a foreign Exportation.— And 
therefore, thould the opening this Trade 
bring us never ſo many more Bales of Silk, 
unleſs ſuch Silk is taken in Exchange for the 
Woollen and other Manufactures of this King- 
dom, and not purchaſed with Money, this 
will not be of any Advantage to the Nation, 
even provided it was a true Aſſertion in Paper 
B, © that this Commodity may be impor- 
* ted into Great Britain, by this Trade, 
“ full Fifty per Cent. cheaper than by the 
* Turkey Company,” which indeed is a De- 
claration, without the Frametrs of that Pa- 
per having any Experience in, or Knowledge 
of, the Trade carried through Turkey to Per- 


ia, and abſolutely as romantic, as any other 
Parts 
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Parts of the fame Paper ; and probably made 
with aDeſign of impoſing upon the Credulous, 
as well as of inducing the Ruſia Merchants 
to engage in this Traffick, whereby to pro- 
cure for themſelves Poſts of Honour and 
Profit ; which I am led to imagine, from 
the Concluſion of Paper B, which runs in 
theſe Words; The Britiſh Merchants muſt 
„ likewiſe eſtabliſh a Houſe at Meſched, one 
% Branch of which ſhould reſide at Reſchd, 
e and the Chief be inveſted with the Title 
*« of Conſul to the King, and Agent to the 
© Company: Such a Character given to the 
© Chief of their Houſe, will have great 
« Weight with the Perſians, and firmly e- 
« ſtabliſh the Affairs of the new Under- 
© takers.” 

But admitting this Commodity could be im- 
ported into this Kingdom, full Fifty per Cent. 
cheaper, by the Ruſia, than by the Turkey 
Company ; this would indeed be an Advan- 
tage to the Perſons immediately intereſted in 
ſuch Silk, but of little Conſideration to the 
Nation; unleſs the Perſons importing it, fold 
it at a proportionable Price to the Manufa- 
tures of this Kingdom; and by ſuch means 
it ſhould be the Cauſe of lowering the Price 
of all other the Raw Silk imported from 
Turkey, the Eaſt-Indies, Italy, and other 
Countries ; and that this lowering the Price 
of all Sorts of Silk, ſhould occaſion a greater 
Exportation 
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Exportation of the Silken Manufactures of 
this Kingdom to foreign Countries not un- 
der the Government of Great Britain, But 
I do not expect any ſuch Advantages will be 
given the Nation by any Traders whatſoever. 
It would be acting contrary to the known 
Practice of Traders, who always endeavour 
to make the moſt, as indeed they have a 
Right to do, of the reſpective Commodities 
they import; the Price of which is always 
governed, by the Plenty, or Scarcity at Mar- 
ket, in Proportion to the Demand; and not 
what may be their Coſt in any foreign 
Countries, or what Charges may be upon 
them, either in ſuch Countries in which 
they may be purchaſed; or in this Kingdom, 

upon, or after, their Importation into it. 
This I was led to obſerve from a Paſſage 
in your Letter “ not only relating to the 
% Ruſia Merchants being able to import Silk, 
** cheaper by Fifty per Cent. than the Turkey 
«© Merchants, but alſo relating to the great 
Difference in the Charges of carrying our 
% Woollen Goods through Turkey to Perfia, 
© and from Perſia to the Britiſh Factories in 
% Turkey, to what there will be in carrying 
* ſuch Goods, through Rufja to Perfia, and 
« from Perſia to Peterſburgh.” 1 own my- 
ſelf perfectly un- informed, with reſpe& to 
the giving any certain Satisfaction on this 
Article ; however, have no Notion that one 
can 
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can be ſo much greater than the other, when 
I conſider the Conveyance of Goods, now thro' 
one Province by Land, then embarking them 
on Veſſels, and afterwards re-imbarking 
them, now paſſing them by Land again, 
then embarking them again on the Caſpian, 
and finally re- imbarking them, and carrying 
them to the different Marts in Per/ia ; 
together with the Expence of houſing theſe 
Goods, and of Quarentines. All which 
muſt be very great Riſques run by the Rſſia 
Traders, (beſides the Riſque to and from 
Peterſburgh) if the Cloth thus ſent to, and 
the Silk thus brought from, Perſia through 
Ruſſia, ſhall be all this Time all their own 
Property, and are ſuch Riſques as will require 
a very conſiderable Profit; and are not 
run by the Turkey Merchants, who run no 
Riſque after the Arrival of their Goods at 
the Turkiſh Ports ; nor of the Silk they take 
in Exchange for ſuch Goods, until they are 
houſed at the reſpective Factories, and ſhip- 
ped for this Kingdom: And as the Armeni- 
an, Perſian, and other Merchants, who 
take from the Turkey Merchants Factors, 
Cloth in Barter for Silk, notwithſtanding 
the Charges, find their Account in continu- 
ing this Traffick; and that the Pera Raw 
Silk is not governed, in this Kingdom, by 
the Colt abroad, but wholly by the Prices of 
other Raw Silk ; and that the Prices of all 
Sorts 
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Sorts of Raw Silk are governed by the De- 
mand, in proportion to the Quantity at 
Market: Therefore, the Charges of traffick- 
ing in theſe Countries can only be faid, to 
concern thoſe who are the Traders in and to 
ſuch Countries. But that Perſia Raw Silk 
will not be imported into this Kingdom, 
full Fifty per Cent. cheaper, by the Rauffa 
Traders, than the Turkey Merchants, I dare 
promiſe myſelf, you will be fully convinced, 
(unleſs carrying great Quantities of Goods to 
a Country, be the certain Way of felling 
them dearer; and taking great Quantities of 
Commodities from a Country, be the Cer- 
tainty of buying them cheaper,) from two 
Paſſages in Paper B, which run in theſe 
Words: 
© It is not to be queſtioned, when theſe 
4 Cities ſhall be once well informed, that 
© European Goods can be had at Mejched, in 
« fuch Plenty, as the Brit; Merchants 
© may, in time, import them thither ; and 
e that at the ſame Time, they ſhall find a 
greater Demand for their own Commodi- 
« tes; but theſe Caravans muſt ſoon be- 
© come more rich and numerous. 
«© Thus, becauſe Great Britain can ſupply 
*© them with Woollen Goods in ſuch Plen- 
* ty, and at ſo eaſy a Rate; and at the 
* ſame Time, afford t give 4 better Price 
“for 
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© for their Raw Silk, and other Commodi- 
* 

I am very ſenſible, Sir, of what you tell 
me, That the Turkey Trade is repreſented 
eto be a very inconſiderable Trade at this 
** Now ſuppoſing that this 
Trade, which ſo much Pains is taken to 
have believed by the Members of both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, is not ſo conſiderable at 
this Time, as it was before the French were 
at Leizure, or had Stocks, and Encourage- 
ment given by their Government, not only to 
improve their Woollen Manufactures, but to 
enlarge their Trafſick to the Grand Seignior's 
Dominions, as well as to many other Parts 
of the World. Is this to be aſſigned as a 
Reaſon for deſtroying it Root and Branch; 
for the Sake of one Set of Merchants, to 
the Prejudice of another; to the Advantage 
of the Government of Rufjia, and to the 
great Loſs of the Government of the Grand 
Seignior? 

But, Sir, if the Turkey Trade be an in- 
conſiderable Branch, with reſpect to the ta- 
king off our Woollen Cloth, (for that is the 
true State of the Queſtion) I ſhould be glad 
to be informed, What other Branch of Trade 
is a more conſiderable one ? However, I 
am apt to believe, you will not think this 
Trade ſo very inconliderable a Trade, when 
you are informed, that, beſides other Com- 
modities, 
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modities, the Growth of Turkey and Perſia, 
there are expected in the Ships which are 
now loading in the Ports of Turkey, up- 
wards of 1600 Bales of Silk, the Value of 
which only is near 300,000 /. in Return for 
Lead, Tin, Woollen Cloths, and other the 
Manufactures of Great Britain. This can- 
not poſſibly be eſteemed an inconſiderable 
national Trade ; on the contrary, it muſt be 
eſteemed a very conſiderable one, as well 
as a moſt advantageous one to Great Britain; 
eſpecially, if the Calculation, which was 
made ſome Years ago, by a Gentleman who 
was many Years a Commiſſioner of Trade, 
be a juſt one; via. That 100 Cloths ſent 
* to Turkey, purchaſed ſuch a Quantity of 
* Silk, as that the manufacturing, &c. of 
** the ſaid Cloth, with the manufacturing, 
* &c. of the Silk brought in Return, paid 
* 50007, to the Subſiſtence of our own 
« People.” Becauſe, upon the Foot of 
ſuch Calculation, the manufacturing, c. of 
the Cloth which purchaſed theſe 1600 Bales 
of Silk; and the manufacturing, &c. of the 
Silk itſelf, will pay upwards of 700,000 /. to 
the Subſiſtence of the People of Great Bri- 
tain. Therefore, I am very ſure, it is a 
Trade that ought to be the Care of yourſelf, 
and every other landed Gentleman in Great 
Britain ; and that you will think it is of 
ſuch infinite Advantage to this Kingdom, 

that 
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that it deſerves the Favour and Protection 
of the Government, and all poſſible Encou- 
ragement from the Legiſlature, at all Times, 
and upon all Occaſions; and am ready to 
flatter "myſelf, that, when Gentlemen ſhall 
have given themſelves Time to conſider, the 
will not riſque the loſing of a Trade, which 
is ſo very valuable to the Nation; and at the 
ſame Time, a Trade that may be ſo greatly 
increaſed, provided it ſhall meet with any the 
leaſt Encouragement from a Houſe of Com- 
mons ; and this in bare Expectation only, of 
gaining a Traffick, which is but a Traffick 
in Embryo; and by all that has yet appeared, 
may be entirely precarious; and a Trade 
from which Great Britain (if the Projectors 
themſelves are to be believed) will not bring 
any greater Advantages to it, than it now 
enjoys from the Commerce carried on to 
Turkey with Lead, Tin, Woollen, and other 
Manufactures of this Kingdom, in Exchange 
for Raw Silk, and other un- manufactured 
Commodities. 

You will be pleaſed, Sir, to obſerve, that I 
have hitherto only been arguing, on a Suppo- 
ſition, that the carrying on a Trade, to and 
from Perſia through Ruſſia, will be, as the 
Traders to Ruſſia aſſert, entirely practi- 
** cable, and much the cheapeſt Way of con- 
*« veying our Woollen, and other Goods to 
* Perſia, in Exchange of Raw Silk from 

F 2 e thence ;” 
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c thence;”——which Argument I was in- 
duced to diſcuſs from the firſt Part of your 
Letter :—But having finiſhed what I thought 
proper to trouble you with, in regard to the 
Danger, which I apprehend Great Britain 
will be in, ſhould this Bill paſs into a Law, 
of loſing the whole Branch of its Trade to 
Turkey, I ſhall now proceed to anſwer the 
ſecond Paragraph of your Letter, in order 
to which J beg leave to obſerve, 

Firſt, That not any of the Privileges and 
and Regulations, declared abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary in Paper A, for the carrying on this 
Trade, are obtained from the Government 
of Rv//ia, not even thoſe relating to the Na- 
vigation ; although in one Part of Paper B it 
is declared, That for the Reaſons too te- 
*© dious to mention, the Succeſs of this 
*© Trade does ſolely depend, on the Britiſh 
„Merchants having their own Veſſels 
e to navigate the Volga and Caſpian.” 
And in another Part, that without having 
de their own Veſſels, it will be abſolutely 
e impoſſible for the Britiſb Merchants to 
e carry on their Trade to Meſched, or even 
„ 

Secondly, That the Rates to be paid for 
Carriage through Rufjia, are not ſettled, o- 
therwiſe than that in the eighth Article of 
the Treaty abovementioned, it is declared, 
That theEng/;/b Merchants ſhall be obliged 
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* to enter into an Agreement with the Nuſſia 
Merchants, for the Charge of tranſporting 
* ſuch Goods, either by Land or Water; 
„ and make them a reaſonable Allowance 
* for the ſame.” Which Words ſeem a plain 
Indication, that the Ruy/ian Government are 
determined to keep the Navigation on the 
Volga and Caſpian, as well as the Carriage 
by Land, to themſelves. 

Thirdly, That there is not any Agreement 
made by, or in behalf of, the Subjects of 
Great Britain, what' Duties ſhall be paid, 
either on the Importation of our Woollen, 
and other Manufactures into Pera; or on 
the Exportation of Raw Silk, and other 
Commodities from Perſia, more than a De- 
claration from a Son of the preſent Sopby, 
Viz, © That no more than the uſual Duties 
*© ſhall be demanded,” without ſpecifying 
what thoſe Duties are, and this not con- 
firmed by Treaty, or otherwiſe ; but only 
made to one, or more Engliſhmen, who came 
from Ruſſia to Perſia. Therefore ſuch a 
Declaration cannot be looked upon by thoſe 
who are acquainted with the abſolute Pow- 
er of Eaſtern Monarchs, and the Rapaciouſ- 
neſs of their Governors, to be any Security 
for the Britiſh Subjects, either to ſettle in, or 
carry on a Trade to and from, ſuch Countries, 

Fourthly, That it appears by Paper B, 
“ That Captain Elton left Reſched, on his Re- 
turn 
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te turn to Afracan, about the middle of Au- 
« guſt, 1739; that it was the middle of No- 
« d ber following, before he reached Afra- 
« can; having had the tedious Paſſage of a 
« Month croſs the Caſpian, although that Sea 
« is not 170 Engliſh Miles in Length; and 
* that being detained two Months in Quaren- 
* tine, it was the latter End of January, be- 
*« fore he arrived at Peterſburgh, after a Voy- 
* age from Reſched to Peterſburgh of ſix 
* months, and of one near as long in going 
ce thither. —Now, if this Journey through 
Ruſſia to Perſia, as well as back again, was fo 
tedious to a ſingle Perſon, it is ſubmitted what 

it muſt be with Carriages heavily laden 
Fifthly, That, as it is declared © abſolutely 
ce impoſſible for the Britiſb Merchants to carry 
* on this Trade, without having their own 
« Veſſels on the Volga and Caſpian; and ſuch 
tc Veſſels commanded by a Native of Great 
e Britain, and navigated with Half Britiſh, 
te and half Ruſs Seamen :” This muſt of courſe 
breed Diſcontents and Differences, between 
the Natives of Nuſſia, and the Britiſb Sub- 
jects, employed in navigating, and paſling 
thoſe Seas, conſequently bring great Incon- 
veniences to the Traffick to and from Perſia 
through Ruyſſia; and at the ſame Time, pro- 
bably may occaſion a Jealouſy in the Per/;- 
aus, of the Subjects of Great Britain, as 
they 
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they have been always jealous of any Foreig- 
ners navigating the Caſpian Sea. 

Sixthly, That though it is declared, © That 
t the Britiſb Subjects can never be ſupplant- 
« ed in this Trade; yet it is admitted at 
the ſame Time, that this is only, ſo long 
eas they have a ſecure Paſſage through the 
* Ruſſian Dominions, and a Freedom of 
* Navigation on the Caſpbian Sea; and as 
to this Security or Freedom, they have no 
better Aſſurance of it's being either granted 
or continued, than at the Pleafure, or as 
it may ſuit the Intereſt, of the Sovereign 
of Ruſſia. | 

I cannot think, Sir, but that theſe Obſerva- 
tions, with others I have occafionally dropt in 
ſome former Parts of this Letter, will ſhew, 
that every thing neceſſary for the carryin 
e on a Trade to and from Perſia — . 
« fia, is not adjuſted, either between the 


« Crowns of Great Britain and Ruſſia, or be- 


e tween the Crowns of Great Britain and 
« Perſia; and that it will not be either fo ve- 
* ry practicable or ſecure a Trade, either at 
« firſt, or at all Times hereafter, as you are 
*« pleaſed to tell me you have Aſſurances from 
© ſomeGentlemen, who have given this Affair 
* a full Conſideration,” I muſt own myſelf 
not a little ſurprized, that any Perſon ſhould 
make Application for this Bill being brought 
into your Houſe, before Points ſo abſolutely 

neceſſary 
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neceſſary for carrying on the Trade propoſed 
by it, had been firſt obtained from the 
Courts, both of Ruſia and Pera: And as 
there is no Law wanting, to introduce the 
Woollen Manufactures into Perſia through 
Ruſſia; and as the Ruſia Traders themſelves 
have acknowledged, that they miy be ſold 
* for Gold Ducats, and other Species of Mo- 
e ney in Pera; therefore this is a further 
Confirmation to me, that the paſſing this 
Bill, will occafion the Importation into this 
Kingdom, of very great Quantities of Raw 
Silk, and other Perfan Commodities, purcha- 
ſed with Money, not with the Manufactures 

of Great Britain. 
But, Sir, however practicable, or ſecure 
it may be, to bring Raw Silk, which is a 
light Commodity, from Per/ia, the carrying 
of our Woollen, and other Goods, which 
are bulky Commodities to that Kingdom, 
cannot be equally as practicable or ſecure ; 
and I am ſure you will agree with me, 
that the Trade propoſed, will be attended 
with great Riſque to thoſe who are engaged 
in it; and that only ſuch Perſons can engage 
therein, who are Owners of very large ca- 
ital Stocks, when you are reminded, © That 
*© theſe Merchants muſt run a Riſque, not 
« only of the Goods which they ſhall ſend 
« through the Empire of Rufia, both by 
© Land and Water, to the Places of Mart 
« in 
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« in Perſia; but alſo of the Raw Silk, and 
* other Commodities they may purchaſe, in 
Return to Peterſburgh, and from thence 
* to this Kingdom.” 

This, Sir, is not the Caſe of the Traders 
to Turkey, they run no riſque, either of the 
Goods they export thither, or thoſe they 
import from thence, further than to and 
from the Ports or Places of their reſpective 
Factories: Nor are they ſubject to the Ra- 
paciouſneſs of Governors, by reaſon they ſell 
their Goods at ſuch Factories, to the Turks, 
Perfians, Armenians, and other Perſons tra- 
ding into Pera, and by Treaties between the 
Crown of Great Britain, and the Grand 
Seignior, not only their Tariff is ſet- 
tled, but many other valuable Privileges are 
enjoyed by them, both for the Security of 
themſelves and their Effects, 

But, Sir, to evince that this Bill, per- 
mitting the Brit1fh Subjects to carry on a 
Trade, to and from Perſia through Ruſia, 
ſhould not paſs into a Law, I beg leave to 
offer to your Conſideration the Authority of 
Mr De Witt, who in his Book of the Inte- 
reſt of Holland, expreſſes himſelf in the fol- 
lowing Words : © But in all Events it would 
ebe needful, for the greater Improvement 
of the Navigation of Holland, that all fo- 
** reign imported Goods ſhould be leſs char- 
ged, than thoſe that come in by Land: 

G «© Whereas, 
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Whereas, on the contrary, we ſee daily, 
that very many Levant, Italian, &c. fine 
Wares are brought in by Land-Carriage. 
And how much it concerns our Inhabi- 
tants, we may eaſily imagine, when we 
conſider that the Ships built here, are ſent 
to Sea victualled and manned; but the 
Carriers and their Waggons are foreign, 
and of no Concern to us: And beſides, 
our Merchandize on board Ships is always 
in our Power; or at leaſt, we may con- 
voy and defend them with our Men of 
War as they go and come ; whereas thoſe 
which go by Land Carriage, are in the 
Lands and Power of other Princes; ſo 
that they may at all Times make Seizure 
of them.” 

The Act of Navigation was owing to this 


Principle of Mr De Witt's; in regard of 
which Law, Sir Jeſiab Child expreſſes him- 
ſelf in this manner: For my own Part, I 


"vc 


am of Opinion, that, in relation to Trade, 
Shipping, Profit, and Power, it is one of 
the choiceſt, and moſt prudent Acts that 
ever was made in England, and without 
which, we had not now been Owners of 


„ one Half the Shipping, nor Trade, nor 
* employed one Half the Seamen we do at 


preſent.” 


And as to this very Principle 


it was owing, that Encouragement was gi- 
ven, both in the Reigns of King Charles the 


Second, 
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Second, and King William the Third, for 
the building good and defenſible Ships, which 
are only made uſe of in the Turkey Trade ;— 
ſo I hope this very fame Principle, will in- 
duce the Houſe of Commons not only not to 
= this Bill, but to be very careful at all 

imes, of doing any thing, or paſſing any 
Law, which may weaken and enervate a 
Law, that has been of ſuch publick Utility, 
and given ſuch great Encouragement to the 
Exportation of the Product and Manufa- 
ctures of this Kingdom; and I am willing 
to flatter myſelf, if the Seaſon is ripe for it, 
that your Houſe will loſe no Time, in gi- 
ving to the Merchants of Great Britain En- 
couragement, for the building in this King- 
dom, good failing, as well as defenſible 
Ships; however, ſuch Encouragement not 
to be given, in proportion to the Quantities 
of foreign Commodities imported; but in 
proportion to the Quantity of the Product 
and Manufactures of this Kingdom exported. 

As this Obſervation of Mr De Witt's is a 
very juſt one, I believe, Sir, you will agree 
with me, that thoſe who may be concerned 
in Traffick carried on to ſo diſtant a Country 
as Perſia, through another great Country, 
very remote alſo from this Kingdom, ought to 
be apprehenſive that any Injuries they may 
receive in carrying on their Traftick will 
hardly ever meet with Redreſs; becauſe thoſe 
_* # Wh who 
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who ſhould obtain it for them, are always 
unwilling to come to an open Breach with any 
foreign Powers, for the Loſs or Damage of a 
few Individuals ; but rather chuſe to endea- 
vour the redreſſing ſuch Injuries by Negotia- 
tion, which, befides being tedious and expen- © 
five, ſeldom brings Reparation to the Sufferers. 4 
This, Sir, brings me to obſerve, that the 1 
Merchants, in carrying on their Trade to 
Turkey, have to do with one Power only, and 
with the reſpective Governors only of the 
Provinces in which their Factors reſide; 
whereas, the Merchants carrying on a Trade 
to and from Perſia through Ryfia, will have N 
to do not only with two Powers, but with 4 
the Governors of many Provinces in both 3 
Empires: And, as I believe, you will hardly 
think it poſſible for Great Britain to right it- 
ſelf, on Account of any Injuries, which its 
Subjects may receive in Perſia; ſo I conceive 
you will think it much more difficult for 
Great Britain to get any Satisfaction, for a- : 
ny. Injury offered by the Ruſſian Govern- . 
ment to its Subjects, than from any of the 
Governors in the Grand Seignior's Dominions. 
The Turks are not ignorant of the Strength 
and Power of Great Britain; but this perhaps 
is not ſo much known by the Subjects of Ru/ſ- 
fa, how well ſoe ver it may be known by the 
Court of Rufjia; at leaſt it is certain, this is 
not at all known by the Subjects of Perſia, — 
| * 
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by the Court of Perfia: And there are al- 
ways at Conſtantinople, beſides an Ambaſſador 
from Great Britain, other Chriſtian Mini- 
niſters, who, in caſe of an Injury, are ready 
to repreſent, and to afford their Aſfiſtance in 
procuring Redreſs, which though probably 
may at ſome Periods of Time, be the Caſe 
at the Court of Rufjia, will hardly ever be 
the Caſe at the Court of Perſia. 

Beſides, Sir, the Grand Seignior and his 
Miniſters know that Great Brioain, in Cafe 
of any Wrong, or Injury done their Mer- 
chants, is in a Condition to right itſelf by 
its Fleet, which they are ſenſible can make 
Captures of the Turkiſh Ships and Veſ- 
ſels, lay waſte their Coaſts, and even 
inſult the Imperial City. But, what- 
ever Great Britain may be able to do, with re- 
ſpe to the Ships, or Sea Ports of Ria, this 
is not poſſible to be done againſt Pera: And 
therefore, were the Privileges and Regulati- 
ons, declared fo abſolutely neceſſary for the 
carrying on this Trade, to and from Per- 
fia through Ruſſia, obtained from both theſe 
Empires; nay, were they much more fa- 
vourable, than any that may have yet been 
granted, or even aſked for, it would ſtill be 
of very little Conſideration: For, as the 
Writer of the laſt Age obſerves, —** As Con- 
*« tracts would be vain and ineffectual, where 
* no Law could be had ; ſo a Treaty of 

Commerce 
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Commerce and Alliance would be abſurd 
« and fruitleſs between Princes, who, in 
« Caſe of a Breach, are ſo diſtant, that 
* they cannot make war the one upon the 
< other,” And it is my fixed Opinion, Sir, 
that there is an End of this Trade, in caſe, 
either Great Britain ſhould have any Diffe- 
rence with Ria, or the Government of 
Ruſſia ſhould quarrel with the Per/ian : 
Whereas, though we have had not a few 
Differences, and almoſt come to an open 
Rupture with Ruſſia; yet, we never hi- 
therto have had any Diſpute or Rupture 
with the Turks, and never can have 
any; unleſs we are the Inſtruments of 
turning a Channel of Trade, now carried 
on through their Country to another; 
and thereby, ſo incenſe the Grand Seignior, 
as to give him cauſe to curtail the Privi- 
leges of the Britiſh Traders, and enlarge 
thoſe of other Nations; nor loſe that 
Branch of Traffick, of ſelling to the Arme- 
nians, &c. at our Factories in Turkey, our 
Woollen Cloths in Exchange for Per/ian 
Raw Silk, unleſs during any W 1 be- 
tween the Turks and Perſians. 

Theſe Conſiderations, Sir, I conceive, 
clearly demonſtrate, that the carrying on a 
Trade by the Subjects of Great Britain, to 
and from Perſia through Ruffia, with the 
Woollen, and other Manufactures of this 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, in Exchange for Raw Silk, and o- 

ther the Commodities of Per/ia,—mulſt be at- 

tended with almoſt inſuperable Difficulties.— 

That there can be no Certainty of its being 

laſting ;—and that the Proprietors of the 

Goods ſent, muſt run ſuch a Riſque, as ſcarce 

any Profit will be able to countervail, 

But, Sir, I perceive, by what you inform 
me in your Letter, that thoſe who ſollicit 
the paſſing this Bill, are, in this ſo impor- 
tant a Queſtion, only regarding themſelves, 
not the Nation ; otherwiſe it had not been 
poſſible for them to have made the Declara- 
tion you mention, vi. That if, after the 
« enacting of this Law, the propoſed Trade 
* ſhall be found, neither practicable nor pro- 
“ fitable; that then the Ryfia Merchants 
* will not continue it: and that at the ſame 
© Time no Harm will be done.” Indeed, 
Sir, if this Bill were only a Key for the o- 
pening a Trade, to a Country, whither not 
any of the Britiſh Subjects had ever before 
traded, or our Woollen, and other Goods, 
had never been before introduced ; then 
this had been a proper Declaration enough ; 
but I apprehend you will look upon it, as 
a very improper one, when you ſhall recol- 
let, that all the Papers which the Ruffa 
Traders have produced, plainly ſhew, that 
what they aſk is not a new Branch of Trade, 


but only an Alteration, or turning of a 
Channel 
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Channel of Trade, now carried through 
Turkey, in order to be carried through 
Ruſſia. 

I wiſh Gentlemen would carefully con- 
ſider, what muſt be the Conſequence to the 
Nation of lofing the Trade to Turkey, if the 
Traders to Ruſia ſhould decline ſending thro 
that Country to Perfia, the Woollen, and 
other the Manufactures of this Kingdom, 
whenever they may not find it, either practi- 
cable or profitable; and yet at the ſame 
Time that this Bill, if paſſed into a Law, 
ſhall remain in full Force, as to the Liberty 
of importing Raw Silk, and other the Per- 
fra Commodities, from Ruſſia into Great 
Britain. And, Sir, as I cannot think, but 
that, whenever this Trade ſhall be opened, 
great Quantities of Raw Silk, of the Growth 
of Perſia, and probably of ſome other Eaft- 
ern Countries, will be imported from Ru 
into this Kingdom, not purchaſed with the 
Manufactures of Great Britain, but only 
with Money ; ſo I am under no little Ap- 
prehenſion, that were there a Clauſe in this 
Bill, (which there is not at preſent, and it 
was poſſible to carry it into Execution) That 
* no Raw Silk, or any other Commodity, 
of the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture 
« of Perſia, ſhould be imported into this 
Kingdom, but what ſhould be in _—_ 
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't of the Product and Manufactures of this 
** Kingdom,” the Government of Great 
Britain would be under a very great Diffi- 
culty of acting, in a political Senſe, with 
the Government of Ruſſia, provided that 
Court ſhould infiſt upon a Liberty of their 
Subjects importing Raw Silk, and other the 
Commodities of Perſia, from the Domini- 
ons of Ruſſia into this Kingdom; though 
neither the whole, or any Part, in Return 
of the Manufactures of Great Britain. 

Therefore, Sir, I conceive this a Matter, 
highly deſerving the Conſideration of Parli- 
ament; and, as there are already ſo very 
great Quantities of Raw and Thrown Silk, 
imported into this Kingdom, and paid for on- 
ly with Money; whether the Money ſo paid, 
does not amount to a greater Value than the 
Amount of the Value of the manufactured 
Silks, exported to all Countries, excluſive of 
the Britiſh Plantations in America. 

I own, Sir, I cannot think the Perſons who 
made this Declaration, were even ſerious on 
the Occaſion, or could poſſibly imagine no 
Harm could attend the Publick ; when, by 
means of this Bill, one Set of Men ſhall 
have taken their Stock out of Trade, and 
thoſe to whom ſuch Trade may be transfer- 
red, ſhall immediately drop it, as foon as 
they find it, neither fo practicable or profit- 
H able 
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able as they flattered themſelves, Such 2 
Declaration calls upon you, and every other 
Gentleman of your Houſe, to give this Mat- 
ter a very full and particular Conſideration ; 
for ſurely, it is of the utmoſt Concern to 
the Nation, to preſerve a known and expe- 
rienced Trade, and a Trade which is, as I 
have before manifeſted, even at this Time, 
ſo very valuable to the Kingdom, before you 
paſs a Law, which will inevitably be the 
Loſs of it. 

This leads me, Sir, to obſerve, That 
no Sum of Money employed in this Trade 
for a few Years, can make the Nation amends 
for the Loſs of the Trade to Turkey; the 
Traders to which Country, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed, will, after the paſſing this Bill, con- 
tinue their Stock in a Traffick they will be 
in ſo great a Danger of loſing, ſooner or 
later; and at the ſame Time, of being 
ruined by the Loſs of it: That, it is not the 
giving Encouragement to a few Merchants, 
to carry on a Commerce at Random, and 
in an uncertain Manner; but only a large 
Stock of Money flowing in every Channel of 
Trade, with a conſtant and continued 
Courſe, can enrich Great Britain: And That 

rience has ſhewn, by numberleſs Inſtan- 
ces, in this laſt Century, to the great Loſs 
of this Kingdom, that whenever a great 
Stock 
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Stock of Money has been employed in any 
particular Branches of Commerce, and after- 
wards taken out of them; it is not ſo eaſy a 
Matter to bring back an equal Quantity, or 
almoſt any Stock of Money, into ſuch 

Trades again. | 
Therefore, Sir, upon theſe Confidera- 
tions, I ſubmit, whether you, and other 
Gentlemen, ought not to be ſtrictly careful, 
how you go about to divert, by a Bill of 
this Kind, the preſent Channel of Trade, 
to and from Perſia through Turkey; to 
which Country the Trade carried on at this 
Time is ſo very valuable to the Nation, ei- 
ther = Suppoſition, or in bare Expecta- 
tion, of enlarging the Export of our Wool- 
len, and other Manufactures ; more eſpeci- 
ally, when this Nation has, in ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces, ſo fatally experienced, by ſuch Bills be- 
ing enacted into Laws, that very conſidera- 
ble Branches of its Commerce have been 
loſt; and, notwithſtanding the utmoſt En- 
deavours have been uſed, and the greateſt 
Encouragements given by the Legiſlature, 
ſuch Trades have never been able to be re- 
trieved. Many Inſtances I could point 
out; but Two I believe will be ſufficient 
for your Satisfaction: The one was a 
Law, that occaſioned the Loſs of the Ex- 
portation of our Woollen Manufacture to 
H 2 Flanders; 
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Flanders ; and the other, of the Greenland 
Trade : The firſt was to gratify a Town in 
Great Britain, and the other to gratify one 
or more great trading City, or Cities abroad, 

You will be pleaſed, Sir, to obſerve, that 
the Ruſſia Company, in their Petition ſet 
gi * That the opening of a Trade to 

© and from Perſia through Ruſſia, will be at- 
* tended with many advantageous Conſe- 
% quences to this Kingdom, as it will con- 
e fiſt principally, if not wholly, in the Ex- 
e portation of our Woollen Goods, and Im- 
« portation of Raw Silk, much cheaper than 
« in any other Channel of Trade; and 
* that Perſian Silk is riſen very conſiderably 
« fince the War with Spain; and the Price 
« muſt always, upon any Rupture, either 
« with France or Spain, greatly advance; 
« which can only be remedied by opening 
the Trade, and thereby having the Choice 
* of two Ways to ſupply this Kingdom 
«© with this Commodity.“ 

Now, Sir, J am willing to flatter myſelf, 
that I have given you entire Satisfaction, that 
the opening of this Trade, will be fo far 
from being attended, with many advanta- 
geous Conſequences to this Kingdom; that 
many diſadvantageous ones will ariſe to it, 
from the enacting the Bill now depending 


in your Houle, into a Law; and that Raw 
Silk 
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Silk will not be purchaſed in Perſia, princi- 
pally with the Woollen Manufactures of this 
Kingdom, but principally with Money; 
which if it ſhall be, then indeed it is ad- 
mitted, Raw Silk may be imported into this 
Kingdom from Ruſſia, much cheaper than 


in any other Channel; otherwiſe, Iſſue 
is ready to be joined in this Queſtion, when- 
ever the Ruſſia Gentlemen ſhall be pleaſed to 
aſcertain the whole Expence of the Convey- 
ance of any Number of Cloths from this 
Kingdom, through Rufia to Perſia, with 
the Coſt of ſuch Cloths on board of Ship; 
together with the Charge of Conveyance of 
any Quantity of Raw Silk from Perſia, and 
the Price of ſelling ſuch Silk in this King- 
dom. 

I am informed, it is true, That Perfia 
« Silk has riſen fincs the War with Spain; 
but, at the ſame Time, © That all Sorts 
« of Raw and Thrown Silks have riſen, e- 
% qually as much or more in proportion :” And 
this I am aſſured, the Committee was ac- 
quainted by a Gentleman, than whom there 
is no Perſon more knowing in the Silk 
Trade, and the Price of Silk of every Deno- 
mination, and of every Country. It is not 
improbable, but that Raw Silk, as well as 
Thrown, may advance, upon a War with 
either France or Spain; but yet, for many 
Reaſons 
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Reaſons that may be given, there is a great- 
er Probability that it will not advance. | 
However, admitting this was to be the Caſe, 
I am very ſure, this Matter may be anſwered 
much more effectually than by opening this 
Trade ; and that is either, by granting the 
Turkey Company Convoys once a Year, and 
the Italian Merchants twice, or more a Year ; 
and by keeping a Number of proper Ships 
cruizing on the Coaſts of France and Ttaly, 
as well to annoy the Enemy in the Mediter- 
ranean, as to protect our Navigation in that 
Sea, and other Parts. But, if this ſhould 
not prove effectual, then Liberty might be 
given, to import Raw and Thrown Silk 
from every Country, ſuppoſing it a good 
Reaſon, which is laid down by the Ruf/a 
Company, for aſking this Bill, vig. Be- 
* cauſe they can bring Raw Silk from Ru/- 
* fia, much cheaper than in any other 
Channel of Trade.” —But however, I can- 
not think the Legiſlature will do a Thing, 
which they prevented by an Act of the 6th of 
his late Majeſty, (entitled, An Act for pro- 
«© hibiting the Importation of Raw Silk, and 
© Mohair-Yarn, of the Product or Manu- 
* facture of Aſia, from any Ports or Places, 
«© in the Streights, or Levant Seas; except 
* ſuch Ports and Places, as are within the 
© Dominions of the Grand Seignior:“) The 
Preamble 


JP * 
* 
0 &; 
2 
* 
- * 
„„ 
. 
3 
E 
* 
| 
* 
7 
5 3 
& 74 
LN 
3 
* 
3 
At 
72 
2 * 
3 
„ 
>» 
4 
"| 
8 


* 
vi] 
, 
A 
"£ 
1 
1 
7 
* 
4 
* 
* 
PX 
2 
4 * 
. 
| 3 
* 
* 
E. 
, 
3%) 
*. 
2 
4 
* 
F: 
4 . 
1 
„ * 
of 
of 
- . 
sf 
0 
. 
» 2 
* 
oF 
> 
4. 
'7® 1 
: s 
3 
+ 
1 
3 
* 
Ci 
=} 
iu 
+5 
5 
2 
Wh 
4 
8 
4 
[3+ 7 


( 63) 


Preamble of which runs in theſe Words; 
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And whereas, at the Time of the paſſing 
the ſaid recited Act, the Subjects of France 
exported very little Woollen Manufacture 
into Turkey, and were then ſupplyed with 
great Quantities of Woollen Goods from 
England, for their own Uſe; and likewiſe 
Raw Silks, and other Goods of Turkey, 
which were the Returns of Engliſb Wool- 
len Manufactures ; for all which, the Im- 
portation into France, was then free for 
the Subjects of England: And whereas, 
the Woollen Manufacture in France, has 
ſince that Time, been greatly increaſed, 
and very large Quantities of ſuch Goods 
are now annually imported from thence to 
Turkey, in return whereof they bring 
from thence Raw Silk, and other Com- 
modities, to Marſeilles, and other Parts in 
France; great Quantities whereof are car- 
ried into Italy, and from thence imported 
into Great Britain, in Engliſb Shipping, 
greatly to the Diſcouragement of the 
Woollen Manufactures of Great Britain, 
and the Advancement thereof in France; 
and without ſome ſpeedy Care therein, the 
Britiſh Trade to Turkey will be daily leſ- 
ſened, and is in danger of being entirely 
loſt,” 


This 
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This Law put a Stop to the Importatioti 
into this Kingdom, by Way of Leghorn, of 
of upwards of 600 Bales of Silk of a Year 
purchaſed with French Woollen Cloths in 
Turkey; and for which the French received 
Money at Leghorn. And if the Reaſon be 
a good one, which is aſſigned by the Ruſſia 
Company, for the Repeal of ſo much of the 
Act of Navigation, as to give them Liberty 
to import Raw Silk, from Rufia into this 
Kingdom; certainly, it will be equally as 
ſufficient a Reaſon, to repeal the abovemen- 
tioned Act of the 6th of the late King; nay, 
even to allow the Importation of Raw Silk 
from all Countries whatſoever. But, I 
hope never to ſee the Act of Navigation fo 
weakened, unleſs it is firſt known by Expe- 
rience, that every Country, from whence 
Raw Silk can be imported, has annually ta- 


ken off great Quantities of the Product and 


Manufacture of this Kingdom ; or, will, 
after ſuch a Liberty is granted, take off an 


additional Value, to the Amount of the Silk 


purchaſed there. 

But, Sir, how Great Britain is to be ſup- 
plied with Silk two Ways, cheaper than one, 
I cannot ſee ; eſpecially in Exchange for our 
Woollen Goods ; unleſs the Traders, both to 
Turkey and Ruſſia, are determined to carry 
on their reſpective Trafficks, though they 
prove never fo diſadvantageous to _— 
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This, Sir, the Ruſſia Merchants have de- 
clared they will not do; and I am ready to 
imagine the Turkey Merchants will be pru- 
dent enough to act in like Manner. 

J can eaſily perceive, that by this King- 
dom being ſupplied from different Countries, 
with any particular Commodity; ſuch Com- 
modity will become cheaper to the Con- 
ſumer ; but am perfectly at a Loſs how to 
conceive, that one Set of Britiſb Merchants, 
trading to Perſia through Ruſſia, and ano- 
ther Set, to Perſia through Turkey, with our 
Woollen Manufactures, can poſſibly be the 
Means of our purchaſing Perſia Raw Silk, as 
cheap as if there was but one Body of Traders 
to that Country only : For, when Traders to 
any one particular Country, are either Ri- 
vals, or offer Goods to Sale, one againſt ano- 
ther, through different Channels, the Con- 
ſequence muſt be, that the Inhabitants of 
ſuch Country, will not only purchaſe the 
Manufactures of this Kingdom much cheap- 
er; but at the ſame Time, will alſo fell their 
own Commodities much dearer ;———and 
this will be the Caſe, in a greater Degree, 
when the Goods ſent, as well through Tur- 
key, as through Rufjia to Perſia, are chiefly 
to be exchanged for Raw Silk; becauſe 
this is a Method of Traffick, which will ne- 
ceſſarily depreciate the Price of the Britiſb 
Manufactures, and advance that of Raw Silk 
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in Perſia; ſo that I am of Opinion there 
is nothing can make the Nation amends by 
the carrying on ſuch a Trade; but it's ſel- 
ling a much greater Quantity of it's Manu- 
factures, and importing a much greater 
Quantity of Raw Silk; and that ſuch great- 
er Importation be the Conſequence of low- 
ering the Price of Silk to the Manufacturers, 
ſo as to occaſion a larger Exportation of the 
Silken Manufactures, to Countries not un- 
der the Dominions of the Crown of Great 
Britain. | 
However, Sir, I believe you will agree with 
me, That the Ruſſia Traders are not ſerious 
in ſaying, © That, by opening this Trade, 
* there will be a Choice of twoWays to ſupply 
* this Kingdom with Raw Silk,” when you 
recolle&, that beſides their declaring, in their 
Petition That the Importation of Raw 
« Silk, will be cheaper in the Channel of 
« Trade through Rufja, than in any other 
*© Channel of Trade:” It is declared in 
Paper B, That the Ruſſia Company will 
«© be able to inveſt their Returns to Great 
* Britain in the beſt Raw Silk, near 50 per 
* Cent. cheaper than at preſent, by the Way 
* of Turkey, That the Schach's principal 
„Merchants denied to all the Turks and 
« Armenians, which came from Turkey, any 
« laſt Year's Silk, unleſs at an advanced 
Price of 20 per Cent. And that, if the 
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© Turks and Armenians ſhall be denied the 
« Exportation of Gilan Silks by the Way 
« of Turkey; or be obliged to purchaſe them 
© upon ſuch unequal Terms, little or no 
« Silk will be imported by the Turkey Com- 
© pany.” 

Thus Sir, I have troubled you with my 
Thoughts, in relation to the Bill depending 
in your Houſe, for opening a Trade to and 
from Perſia through Ruſſia ; to which I could 
have added many other Things, proper for 
your Conſideration, both of a political, as 
well as mercantile Nature ; but having alread 
taken up too much of your Time, I ſh 
defer mentioning them, until I have the 
the Honour of ſeeing you, and in the mean 
time am, with Reſpect, 


SIX, 


Kenſington, 
Fan, 13, 1740. 
Yaur moſt humble Servant, 
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AGE 22. Line 4. for Purport read Purpoſe. py 37. 
I. 26, for Manufactures, read Manufatturgrs, 
p. 53. |, 28, for the read a, p. 64. I. 3. dele of: 


* 


- 
g F IP? 
+.» 92 


4 
— * co FI * C4 4 
. 3 9 Pp. ol „ 


* 
1 


7 


7 


=} 4 


: * 
7 
* 
- 
» 
' 
* 
= * 
* 
* 
e 
— - 
\ DS $ WV 
— 
of 


